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“The Iron Beast, Its Eleven Horns, and the Three Horns Uprooted by the Eleventh – An Exploration into the Seleukid Allegory of Daniel 7”
Abstract: 
Daniel’s oracular vision of a giant beast with ten horns, the last three of which were ‘uprooted’ by the eleventh, has puzzled biblical and historical scholars for over two millennia. It is largely accepted that the ten horns are an allegory for the Seleukid lineage. Likewise uncontested is that the eleventh horn stands for Antiochos IV Epiphanes, under whom the cult of Yahweh in Jerusalem was effectively banned. No previous commentator has been able to present a consistent identification of the ten kings preceding Epiphanes in the dynastic list. All available studies include spurious kings such as Alexander the Great or Ptolemy VI Philometor of Egypt; and most lists regard Demetrios I as the tenth king, but he would rise to power only after the successor of Epiphanes was killed in 162 BCE, so that he cannot be one of the three kings ‘uprooted’ by Epiphanes. There is, however, a clear-cut solution, if all the legally co-ruling kings of the dynasty are included. Based on this principle, a coherent list of ten Seleukid kings who predeceased Epiphanes can be drawn up, including the co-ruling kings Seleukos, son of Antiochos I, Antiochos, son of Antiochos III, and Antiochos, son of Seleukos IV. Moreover, Antiochos IV could easily be slandered to have been involved in the premature death of his three immediate predecessors. Eventually, the revised king list enables us to better understand the ideological distortions of the author behind Daniel, a contemporary of Antiochos IV and V. 
