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For their extensive warfare with usurpers and external powers, the Seleukids had to draw upon various sources of manpower to fill their armies. Besides contingents from their own domains in Asia minor, Babylonia and Syria, they also employed soldiers from neighbouring territories abroad: e.g. Galatians, Mysians or Cretans. It is widely maintained that the Cretan soldiers in particular were mainly mercenaries, although the written evidence concerning Cretan military forces in the Seleukid army is scarce and indecisive. However, this general assessment is not very satisfactory for different reasons: besides being highly speculative and only accounting for the sheer need for manpower on the Seleukid side as a reason for such a military collaboration with foreign poleis, it completely leaves out not only the reasons for the Cretan poleis to enter into such a collaboration and the benefits to be gained thereby, but also other, namely ideological or representative functions such foreign military detachments may have had for the Seleukids. The aim of this article is to address these desiderata by a different methodological approach: the comprehensive historical analysis of the surviving fragments of the only extant treaty between a Cretan polis and a Seleukid king – Seleukos II Kallinikos and Hierapytna (SEG LXIII 746) – as a case study. In a first step, the discussion of a treaty between Hierapytna and an external settlement (I. Cret. III,iii,5) will shed a light on the inner-Cretan situation of Hierapytna in the 3rd century BC. The therefrom deduced interests of the Cretan polis will then serve in a further step to critically assess the potential contents of the treaty and discuss political benefits for the Cretan as well as the Seleukid sides. In a final part of the paper a discussion of the meaning of the ambiguous term Νεόκρητες in conjunction with a consideration of Antiochus’ IV Procession in Daphne will indicate potential ideological benefits the Seleukids gained by having foreign – not only Cretan – detachments in their army.
