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Connectivity and Rural Spaces in the Seleukid Empire
The Seleukid use of cities as a tool for the shaping and control of their widespread territories is by now well understood; less well-known is the Seleukid use and development of rural spaces. Despite the prevalence of the urban centers in the literary sources, particularly the Greek poleis, the Seleukids were not solely concerned with the life of the cities. While the extant sources for non-urban spaces remains a problem to be reckoned with, surviving literary and numismatic evidence combined with data from landscape surveys suggests that the Seleukid negotiation of power extended beyond civic boundaries. This paper considers the manner in which Seleukid hegemony was imprinted on the land through changes in pre-existing settlement patterns and systems of land use, the movement of populations, and long-term investment in the infrastructure of connectivity – roads and waterways. I consider the entangled relationships between the major urban centers of the empire and their surrounding regions, exploring the role of rural spaces in creating zones of interaction and exchange in the larger context of the Seleukid space. In so doing, I argue that the Seleukid investment in the rural spaces of the empire suggest a more nuanced, involved conception of kingship and governance than the common perception of the martial, charismatic nature of Seleucid rule has previously admitted. 
